CHAPTER VIII
STORY, VERSE AND MUSIC

Story-telling

IF the teacher of young children may ask only one boon
from her fairy godmother, it should surely be the gift
of story-telling, for it is through story-telling that she
will come most closely into touch with the mind and
spirit of her pupils.

In an earlier chapter * we referred to the child's
love of fantasy play as a form of experimental self-
building. In the story hour the teacher has an oppor-
tunity of guiding the child's thought in the process of
self-building, by giving him material with which to
build.

To tell a story well demands imaginative insight; the
power to project oneself into the thought and feeling of
the characters; to feel sympathy both with the hero
and the villain, for the distressed heroine, or the hum-
blest little creature who, like Chicken Licken, makes
such a terrible ado afcout nothing. For this reason, the
best story-teller will be one who has preserved something
of the wonder spirit of childhood. Yet even the more
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